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of Christ; and* being enlightened and strengthened by a supernatural
gracc> he discovered hid snares, and never suffered himself to be imposed
upon by the artifices by which that subtle fiend strove to withdraw him
from holy prayer^ in which the saint spent the days and great part of
the nights.

St Hilarion had spent above twenty years in his desert when he wrought
his first miracle* A certain married woman of Elcutheropolis, who was tho
scorn of her husband for her barrenness, sought him out in his solitude,
and by her tears and importunities prevailed upon him to pray that God
would bless her with fruitfulness; and before the year's end she brought
forth a son* A second miracle much enhanced the saint's reputation.
Elpidius, who was afterwards prefect of the praetorium,1 and his wife
Aristeneta, returning from a visit of devotion they had made to St Antony
to receive his blessing and instructions, arrived at Gaza, where their three
children fell sick, and their fever proving superior to the power of medicines
they Were brought to the last extremity, and their recovery despaired of
by the physicians* The mother, like one distracted, addressed herself to
Hilarion, who, moved by her tears, went to Gaza to visit them. Upon his
invoking the holy name of Jesus by their bedside, the children fell into a
violent sweat, by which they were so refreshed as to be able to eat, to
know their mother, and kiss the saint's hand. Upon the report of this
miracle many flocked to the saint, desiring to embrace a monastic life
under his direction. Till that time neither Syria nor Palestine were
acquainted with that penitential state; so that St Hilarion was the first
founder of it in those countries, as Antony had been in Egypt. Among
other miraculous cures, several persons possessed by devils were delivered
by our saint. The most remarkable were Marisitas, a young man of the
territory about Jerusalem, so strong that he boasted he could carry seven
bushels of corn; and Orion, a rich man of the city of Aila, who, after his
cure, pressed the saint to accept many great presents, at least for the poor.
But the holy hermit persisted obstinately to refuse touching any of them,
bidding him bestow them himself. St Hilarion restored sight to a woman
of Facidia, a town near Rinocorura, in Egypt, who had been blind ten
years. A citizen of Majuma, called Italicus, who was a Christian, kept
horses to run in the circus against a Duumvir of Gaza, who adored Marnas,
which was the great idol of Gaza, that word signifying in Syriac, Lord of
men.2 Italicus, knowing that his adversary had recourse to spells to step
his horses, came to St Hilarion, by whose blessing his horses seemed to
fly while the others seemed fettered; upon seeing which the people cried
out that Marnas was vanquished by Christ. From the model which our
saint set, a great number of monasteries were founded all over Palestine.
St Hilarion visited them all on certain days before the vintage,
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